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We urge you to join us in denouncing New York State Governor George Pataki’s latest
plans to erode the rights of working people, especially those injured on the job and
hurt by the toxic fallout of 9/11.

» NYS Governor Pataki Proposes Devastating Workers’ Comp Budget Bill
When Pataki introduced his 2006 executive budget this year, he slipped in dangerous Workers’
Compensation reform legislation, hoping it would go unnoticed and bypass any public scrutiny.
The Workers’ Compensation budget bill (A. 09561 /S. 6461) caters to the financial interests of
insurance companies and employers and will make it even more difficult for injured workers to
access benefits. The most devastating feature of Pataki’s budget bill is his attempt to cut lifetime
benefits to a 10 year maximum for workers with permanent partial disabilities. Other harmful
changes include limiting the right of injured workers to choose their own doctors for medical
examinations.

We know from the broken system that already exists, injured workers often wait years before
receiving treatment or income replacement or routinely have these needed benefits arbitrarily cut,
often before their health has recovered. As a result, the health of many injured workers worsens,
the burdens placed upon their families are multiplied tenfold, and many even become destitute and
homeless. If passed this Spring as part of the state budget, this bill will drive even more injured
workers to poverty and ruined health.

» Aid for Injured 9-11 Clean-up Workers Slashed

Since 9/1 1, Governor Pataki has ignored the health and economic problems of residents impacted
by the toxic fallout of the World Trade Center disaster. Even the Ground Zero clean-up workers,
whose “expedited” Workers’ Compensation cases were supposed to be “prioritized” with millions
of dollars in federal money, are going without medical treatment as their health condition
deteriorates. They are still left waiting for their benefits, over four years later. For these
undocumented Latino and Polish workers, Workers’ Compensation is the only on-going
government benefit they can apply for. Among the hundreds of clean-up workers |IAT has recently
met, many are suffering from debilitating respiratory illnesses and other 9/1 1 related ailments as a
result of breathing the contaminated air at Ground Zero everyday.

Pataki failed to use the $125 million in federal funding for Workers Compensation claims, and now,
after a deadly game of tug-of-war between Washington and New York for the last year, the much
debated funding is being returned to New York. However the workers compensation funds for
9/11 injured workers has been slashed to a mere $50 million. Even with the $50 million, given
Workers’ Compensation Board’s record on assisting injured workers, it is unclear whether these
9/11 clean up workers will ever receive the benefits or treatment they so desperately need.

» Undocumented Injured Workers Maintain Right to Lost Wages
We have been educating the public and our memberships about the destructive impact of the
employer sanctions provision of the 1986 Immigration Reform and Control Act, which lies at the
root of several current challenges to the rights of the undocumented. A crucial New York State
case, Balbuena v. IDR Realty LLC, threatened the right of undocumented workers to claim wage-loss
damages when they get injured. The NYS Insurance Fund, a quasi-public agency under Pataki, which
claims to be the largest provider of workers’ compensation insurance in the state, filed an amicus
brief arguing that undocumented workers should not get any wage-loss at all, not even wages at the
rate of earnings in one’s country of origin, as the |st Department in New York held. Apparently the
NYS Insurance Fund had already been arguing this in many Workers’ Compensation cases where
the claimants are undocumented. We are encouraged by the decision of the New York State
Appeals Court, which ruled on this case last month in favor of undocumented injured workers’
right to lost wages. However, as new proposals to reinforce employer sanctions and to criminalize
undocumented workers crop up in a flurry across the country, we know that the health and safety
of working people remains seriously threatened.




To find out more about our efforts to repeal employer sanctions, call (718) 625-9091 or go to
html://www.nmass.org/nmass/breakthechains/breakthechains.html.

» Shutting More New Yorkers out of Health Insurance
This year Pataki implemented strict new barriers to accessing Family Health Plus, a health insurance
program that provides coverage to thousands of working poor families. In the past Family Health
Plus based eligibility mainly on household income. Now the program imposes a harsh “assets test”
that will evaluate a family’s resources, including bank savings, life insurance, property, and other
assets. The asset levels, which are capped very low, will essentially force thousands of families to
lose their health insurance. Cuts to Family Health Plus on top of Pataki proposals to cut Medicaid
represent a clear attack on our communities.

» Join Us

We cannot just sit back and wait until Pataki completes his final term as Governor.
Join us in defeating Pataki’s Workers’ Compensation budget bill (A. 09561/ S. 06461)
and in calling for:

I. The overhaul of the Workers’ Compensation system:

= End the delays by resolving Workers” Compensation cases within three months and provide
interim benefits within one week,

= Raise the minimum benefit rate (currently it is $40 a week in NYS) to at least minimum-
wage levels, as well as the maximum benefit rate,

= Allow workers the right to decline overtime hours if they choose to.

2. Provide health insurance for all New Yorkers hurt by 9-11, beginning with the expansion of
Family Health Plus.

3. Create a long-term treatment and study program of those injured by the toxic air fallout of
9-11.

Tell our elected officials that New Yorkers are concerned about the health of working people and
their families! :

Governor Assembly Speaker Senate Majority Leader
George Pataki Sheldon Silver Joseph Bruno

State Capitol Legislative Office Bldg. 932 Legislative Office Bldg. 909
Albany, NY 12224 Albany, NY 12248 Albany, NY 12247

Tel: (518) 474-8418 Tel: (518) 455-3791 Tel: (518) 455-3191

Fax: (518) 473-7669 Fax: (518) 455-5459 Fax: (518) 455-2448
EMAIL: (web-based) EMAIL: EMAIL:
www.state.ny.us/governor speaker@assembly.state.ny bruno@senate.state.ny.us

» To find out how you or your organization can get involved, please contact the It’s About
TIME! Campaign at (718) 625-9092.
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